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Directive 2004/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 31 March 2004 on 
the  coordination  of  procedures  for  the  award  of  public  works  contracts,  public  supply 
contracts and public service contracts

(28) Employment and occupation are key elements in guaranteeing equal opportunities for all 
and contribute to integration in society. In this context, sheltered workshops and sheltered 
employment programmes contribute efficiently towards the integration or reintegration of 
people with disabilities in the labour market. However, such workshops might not be able to 
obtain contracts under normal conditions of competition. Consequently, it is appropriate to 
provide that Member States may reserve the right to participate in award procedures for 
public contracts to such workshops or reserve performance of contracts to the context of 
sheltered employment programmes.


